
 

 

Term 2: Issue 1  
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Term 2  

8,10.5.13 P&C Mother’s Day Stall 

14,15,16.5.13 NAPLAN testing for Years 3 & 5 

16.5.13 P&C meeting in the Library – 7pm 

18.5.13 Family Portraits 

21.5.13 ICAS Computer 

22.5.13 Zone Cross Country 

29.5.13 Celebrating the Arts Rehearsal (Years 3-6) 

 
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Welcome Back 

Welcome back to the term. I hope that the break from the school routine gave you time to do the things 

that bring enjoyment to you and your family. This term is a very busy short term. We are already into Week 

Two and there are only nine weeks this term, as a result of having a longer period last term (11 weeks). 

Working Bee 

Last Sunday a hardworking group of parents, children and staff came together to work and improve the 

school grounds for the children. We were able to achieve a great deal in the three hours allotted. This 

included weeding the front rose garden; cutting out a large but rotten tree; painting the side of the Library 

where the paint was peeling; weeding next to the preschool so that prickly plants do not blow in and sting 

the children; tidying up the area around the class vegie gardens; weeding and tidying up the gardens at the 

entry to the school. Two images will stay with me for a long time to come. The first picture was a parent 

with her youngest son, Jack, by her side and her new child, Nicholas, in a pram walking down the 

playground pulling a large branch from the tree out front.  Such was the enthusiasm for the task. Another 

was watching a young boy determined to bring the wheel barrow back to the shed at the end of the day. It 

was bigger than him yet he showed enormous determination. 

The results of the day are clear for all to see. The look of the school is greatly improved both from Victoria 

Rd and Johns St and within the school grounds. The area around the preschool is neat and tidy and the 



outside of the library looks loved once again. I hope that you can see that these afternoons provide an 

opportunity to meet and work with fellow parents to the betterment of our much loved school and 

therefore, the students. Thanks to all who attended and I hope you enjoyed it as I certainly did. I wish to 

name all those who attended so that you can thank them should you wish. I will do my best to mention all 

who came, my apologies if I miss you out. 

Nigel Apps, Wendy Tulip, Kelsey and Mac; Garry and David Ewings; Jo-Anne Fourro, Jason Huggett  and 

Rhys; Dianne Cole and Rebecca; Mark Nicholas, Nicole, Lachlan and Jarrod; Carlos Velazco; Maryanne 

Thompson, Jack, Amelia, Elizabeth and Nicholas; David, Rita, Jayden, Lucas and Will Cottam; Amanda, Ryan,  

Josh and Hayden Green;  Jo Wainiqolo and Ulita; Col Podmore;  Dorothy Kushturian; Barbara Aldred; Sue 

MacKay; Martin Naylor. 

 

Naplan 

All parents of Year 3 and 5 will have already been informed about the Naplan testing to be conducted next 

week. We have done extensive work to prepare your children regarding what the test looks like, what will 

be in the test and what to do if they have a blank and cannot answer a question. Please reassure your 

children that they should just do their best and it is not something that we use to personally judge them. 

Please report any great anxiety to the teachers prior to the test, so that we can support your child in this 

process. A good night sleep in the days leading up to the test and a nourishing but not too heavy breakfast 

the morning of the test, would be a good physical support to your child. 

 Timetable: 
Tuesday 14th May – Literacy, Language Conventions (First Session)and Writing (Second Session). 
Wednesday 15th May – Literacy, Writing. 
Thursday 16th May – Numeracy. 
 

Martin Naylor 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 Newsletter APP for Android, Blackberry and Windows Phones 
School eNews has announced that they now have available an app for Android, Windows and 
Blackberry phones. Receive the newsletter the easy way and download the App. 
 



 

CROSS COUNTRY 
Last Friday all students in Years 3-6 participated in the school cross country. The students walked 
to Rydalmere Park with Mr Naylor and Mrs Ryan where they ran a two or three kilometre course.  
 
Regular practice during term one throughout the school playground played a part in enhancing the 
students' endurance running skills. All students tried their best and many students will be 
representing Rydalmere at the Parramatta-Merrylands Zone Cross Country. 
 
A special thanks to the parents who helped monitor the running course on the day - Sharon 
Geddes, Wendy Tulip, Di Cole, Kirsty Spurdle, Pauline Nicholas and Sherri Reece. 

 
 

  
 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
This week children will be receiving detailed information on how the Premier’s Reading Challenge works.  They will 
also be receiving their Personal Reading Logs and information on how to record books they have read or books that 
have been read to them. 
These Personal Reading Logs will be kept at home. 
Our aim is for K-2 to complete 30 titles and for Years 3-6 to complete 20 titles by 15

th
 August.  When they reach the 

target, please return the Reading Log to the class teacher, or you may enter the books online. 
 
Please encourage your child/ children to read as many books as possible from the PRC list or you can read the books 
to your children.  
We are encouraging children to read/borrow PRC books from the library. 
 
We hope this is going to be another successful PRC year.  Thank you for your co-operation.  
 
Cynthia Brady 
Teacher/ Librarian 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

 

 

 

MUIRFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 

CAR BOOT SALE 
25th May 2013 

Stall holders wanted 
Ring or email Karin: 0425 354 

924 
kgrant@hydroinnovations.com.au 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Portraits - Saturday 18th May  

Come along and have a family photo taken on Saturday 18th May between 

9.00am - 3.00pm. 

Cost $15 (all goes to the school) includes one family portrait photo 

13"x10" (A4) or pencil sketch portrait (A3), plus one wallet size photo 

and one key ring. 

  

Great photo packages are also offered (from $69). A flyer was sent 

home with the children prior to the holiday break.  

 

With only 2 weeks until Family Portrait Day, please make your 

booking now - Contact Diane Cole by email  

dicolerydalmere@optusnet.com.au, or call or SMS on 0412198447. 

 

Last day for bookings - Saturday 11 May. 

 

We need 30 families for this to go ahead so please ask your family and 

friends!!!  
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