
 

 

Term 2: Issue 8  
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Term 2  

5.6.13 ICAS Science 

9.6.13 Bunnings BBQ at Bunnings,  Lidcombe  

17.6.13 ICAS Writing 

18.6 & 21.6.13 Pre-School Vision Testing 

18.6.13 ICAS Spelling 

21.6.13 Reports go home 

24.6.13 Parent/ Teacher Interviews 

26.6.13 Last day of term – 3 day Preschool 

28.6.13 Last day of term – 2 day Preschool and Years K-6 

16.7.13 (Tues) Students return for Term 3 – K-6 and 3 day Preschool 

25.7.13 (Thur) Athletics Carnival  

29.7-2.8.13 Education Week 

 

 
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Zone Cross Country 

The Zone Cross Country was held at Parramatta Park in excellent weather with 27 of our students 

participating. All students performed very well giving their utmost to run the course in their best time. They 

were supported by a number of parents who attended and variously, stepped in as manager when I was called 

away, returned to school to supplement the zone public address system with our own, or called out 

encouragement to all children from our school who participated.  

The children were well behaved and were a credit to the school. They were able to entertain themselves with 

games they creatively made up on the spot while awaiting their race or after competing. While no one was 

able to come in the top eight places to earn a spot in the next level competition, we came fourth from a group 

of seventeen schools based on the size of our school and our performance on the day. Congratulations to all 

for their efforts. We would like to give a special thank you to Mrs Ryan, who was the announcer for the 

carnival. 



        
 

     
 

 

 
 

 

 



New Australian Curriculum 

You may have seen in the news or current affairs programs mention of a New Australian Curriculum. 

Parents should be aware that a new national curriculum has been designed and is currently being put in place 

in schools in the next few years. Rydalmere Public School has already begun this process as indicated in 

previous newsletters and will be trialling new units of work based on the new English curriculum during the 

second half of the year. Some work is also being done in Mathematics as part of our Numeracy Project 

announced last week. Part of the new curriculum is the development of 21
st
 century learning skills. A 

comment by a visiting recently retired Principal was that she thought that we were ahead of many schools in 

the implementation of our ICT Futures plan which ensures that we have technology that is readily at hand for 

students to use in their learning or to demonstrate their learning. We continue to look for ways to enhance the 

learning of students and tap into sources of support from our broader community. If the company that you 

work for would like to donate to the school to enable the purchase of information and communication 

technology, please see me in the office and I will arrange for a letter to be provided to support your request. 

Over the past year we received approximately $5000 worth of computers and Wi-Fi equipment. 

 

Parent contributions 

We are very pleased that parents have sent their contributions into the school promptly. We are encouraging 

parents who have not done so yet, to please put the money in an envelope and put it in the Office wall as 

soon as possible. This money is vital in providing educational resources to the children of the school.   

 

Pre School for 2014 

We would like to remind all parents, who are intending to enrol their children in preschool for 2014, to do so 

at their earliest convenience. We give preference to families already at the school and by enrolling now it 

gives us an idea of the number of places available for other members of the community. Thank you. 

 

Kindergarten 2014 

We have received a good response from the advertising of places for 2014 on the front sign, however, there 

are more places available. If you intend to enrol your child in the school for 2014 Kindergarten class or you 

know others who may be encouraged to do so too, please visit the office for the school enrolment forms. 

Your endorsement of our school as a wonderful place to be is the most powerful vehicle for school 

promotion that we have. 

 

Uniform 

Thank you to all those parents who have made special efforts to put or keep their children in uniform this 

winter season. Unfortunately, some parents are not sending their children in the correct uniform. Parent 

surveys last year revealed that other members of our local community have a poor view of our uniform or 

mistake it for the uniform of other schools. Being in correct uniform is a way of demonstrating pride in our 

school. Please support us by wearing the uniform correctly in this way. Teachers will be sending reminders 

home to parents to emphasise the need to have their children in the correct uniform. Please ensure that all 

uniform items, particularly those purchased recently, have names in them. While the children are prone to 

leaving them about, the teachers and I place great emphasis on asking children to place their jackets in their 

bags when they take them off. We also return homeless, unnamed uniforms to the office uniform box. For 

those who have difficulty keeping their children in uniform for financial reasons, we have a supply of second 

hand uniforms, or parents can ask for financial assistance from the school.  

 

Martin Naylor 
Principal 

 

 

PREMIER'S SPORTING CHALLENGE 
Once again this year our school has registered to be part of the Premier's Sporting 
Challenge. This program is designed to raise awareness of the importance of regular 
fitness. The students from Preschool to Year 6 are involved in the daily activities. Each day 
of the week students participate in a range of fitness activities for 20 minutes. These 
activities include dancing as a whole school under the COLA, tabloid rotational activities in 
Peer Support groups, cross country running practice and skill based fitness appropriate for 
each stage of development. 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

     Rydalmere Public School  

       Parents - Friends - Community 

 

 

 
Hi everyone. We have many fundraising opportunities coming up in the next few weeks of this term 
so please take advantage of these where possible  
 
Fundraising opportunities 
 
Bunnings BBQ – Sunday 9

th
 June 

This is a really fun day!!! There are still some spots for people to come along and help out and enjoy an hour 
or two with other parents/carers and the surrounding local community.  

 
Please talk to Wendy or Rita to find out what times you can help.  

The money raised from this BBQ will be put toward the cost of transport for the year 3-6 camp. Whether you 
have children attending the camp or not, this is an excellent opportunity for you to make a contribution by 

helping out on the day.  
 

Entertainment Books 
 
Over the last few years, we have offered the Sydney North or West Entertainment Books for you to purchase 
as a fundraising opportunity for our school and we will do so again this year. 
 
These books offer discount vouchers valued up to $55,000 which can be used over the coming year. 
Vouchers for: major tourist attractions, entertainment venues and activities, as well as hotels, lots of local 
restaurants and cafes and even Buy One Get One Free vouchers for McDonalds and other take-away food 
outlets. A vast range of goods and services are offered also. 
 
If you would like to purchase one, the cost is $65. A percentage from the sales will go towards providing 
resources for numeracy to complement the new National Partnership for Numeracy. 
 
Please leave your name and contact number at the Office if you would like to purchase one or more of these 
books. Ask your family and friends too. A flyer and order form will be distributed soon. 
 
Family Portraits 
 
Thank you to the families who supported this fund-raiser. The photographer returned on Thursday 30

th
 May 

for everyone to collect their portraits. An example is on show on the school noticeboard.  
 
This venture provided people with beautiful family photos, as well raising valuable funds for the school. Profit 
from this occasion was $215.00. Monies will go towards much required maintenance of the school canteen. 
 



Cadbury Fundraiser……….  Coming soon 
 
Look out for a note coming home soon with details about the Cadbury chocolates fundraising opportunity. 
We have had much success in the past with this, raising a significant amount of funds for our school.  
 
We are also taking the opportunity to apply for a grant being offered by Cadbury to further improve our 
school. We will keep you informed on what this will involve. We would like to remind all parents and carers 
that as much as many of us love chocolate  we hope that it is encouraged as a treat for our children rather 
than an everyday food or a lunch box idea. Be healthy and stay healthy  

 

 

Woolworths Earn and Learn 
Please keep collecting those stickers when you go shopping at Woolworths as part of the Earn and Learn 
program. Place your stickers on the appropriate sheets from Woolies and place them in the Rydalmere 
Public School box either at the store or at the school office. The more stickers we collect the more resources 
for our school.  
 
Canteen 
 

Hi everyone, I’m Jenny Mercer  the new canteen coordinator.  

First I would like to thank Michelle for a great job she has done over the last 10 years and a big thank you for 

this great opportunity. 

I would also like to thank all the parents that I know for their kind words and support. 

As this is all new to me I would like you  to feel free to come up to me(I don’t bite) and give any suggestions 
that you might have, it will all be given consideration. Please think about volunteering in the canteen if you 
have some spare time as it would be great to see the canteen open some more. 
Thanks everyone 
Jenny 
 
Wednesdays: Canteen is open for hot food and snacks.  
 
Thursdays: The year 6 students are selling ice-creams in the canteen. 
 
Fridays:  Unfortunately due to very low orders of sandwiches and California rolls we are unable to provide 
them at this stage. There is a limited supply of Hokkien Noodles and these will be available on Fridays while 
stocks last  So get in quick.  
 
If you have any queries related to canteen or would like to help out for an hour or two a week, please feel 
free to chat to Jenny Mercer (New Canteen Co-ordinator). 
 
School Banking 
 
A reminder that the new school banking day is Wednesday. Melissa Ball (Lachlan’s Mum from Year One) 
is co-ordinating school banking. 
  
Our next get-together for this year - Thursday 20

th
 June 2013  

Join us in the Library on Thursday 20
th
 June at 7pm. Come for a chat and have some input into what is being 

planned for the year ahead  
 
Uniform Shop  
When you need some uniforms, come and see Yvette on Thursday mornings from 8:40am - 9:15am (just 
down the corridor from the front desk in the office building). If you’re unable to make it on Thursday, you can 
leave your order with the office staff or see Rita Cottam. 
 
A good week to all…..see you around   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rydalmere Public School P&C   397 Victoria Road Rydalmere, 2116 

Phone:  9638 1568      Email:  RydalmerePandC@hotmail.com 

Fax:  9898 0161            Web Address:  www.rydalmere-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

 

 

  
 

Is your child starting primary school in 2014? 
If your child is starting primary school in 2014, you need to know about the Schoolkids Bonus. It is a new payment to 
help eligible families with the costs of primary and secondary school studies. 
If you receive a family or income support payment, including Family Tax Benefit Part A, you may be eligible for up to 
$410 each year for your child to help cover the costs of uniforms, stationery, sporting gear, school fees or excursions. 
Half is paid in January to help with back-to-school costs and half in July for ongoing costs. When your child moves into 
secondary school, the rate increases to $820 per year, again with half paid in January and July. 
Each November, Centrelink will write to Family Tax Benefit Part A customers whose child is likely to be starting 
primary school in the New Year and ask them to check and update their child’s education details. If you’re eligible, all 
you need to do is tell Centrelink when your child is starting primary school to activate the payment and it will continue 
to be paid into your bank account twice each year, for as long as you remain eligible. 
Please note that children in preschool are not eligible as preschool is not part of formal primary education. 
For more information, including the full eligibility criteria, visit australia.gov.au/schoolkidsbonus. 
Information materials  
A range of information materials are available on the Schoolkids Bonus website (refer to bottom right side of web 
page). Hard copies of the brochure and factsheet are available free of charge so please contact us is you would like 
copies sent to your preschool. 

 Schoolkids Bonus Brochure – provides basic information about the Schoolkids Bonus 

 Schoolkids Bonus Factsheet – provides more detailed information about the Schoolkids Bonus in a simple 

question and answer format 

 Schoolkids Bonus Pathfinder – a simple flowchart to explain eligibility for the Schoolkids Bonus  

 Schoolkids Bonus Postcard – a useful image to put on your preschool website or in your electronic newsletters 

as it contains the link to the Schoolkids Bonus website where parents can obtain more information. 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 


