
 

 

Term 3: Issue 13 2 September 2013 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Term 3  

2.9.13 Celebrating the Arts Concert – Riverside Theatre, Parramatta 

4.9.13 “Paint Parra Read” – Ermington Library (Years K-2) 

7.9.13 Election Day BBQ 

19.9.13 P & C meeting  - 7pm - Library 

16.10.13 Kindergarten Orientation Morning  

 
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Rydalmere Public School - improving communication 

Rydalmere Public School is making strides into social media with the establishment of a twitter account. The 

idea is to be able to communicate the life of the school more immediately. Teachers will be able to tweet 

events as they happen and even class activities if appropriate. Parents will be able to become members by 

becoming a follower and as a result receiving all the tweets form the school. Parents are also able to tweet 

and retweet. The twitter account will be monitored and the following rules will apply: 

 Children's names will not be mentioned 

 Only school activities, or matters pertaining to areas of interest to the school and community, will be 

the subject of the account 

 The Principal will monitor and vet followers and posts  

 If a follower is deemed inappropriate, they will be blocked 

 Followers who post inappropriate content will be immediately blocked 

 

The twitter handle is @rydalmereps. Please do a search and become a follower. 
 

Risks of social media to the children and the school. We are very aware of the risks to children of having 

their images put on the internet. This risk is addressed in the rules that surround our use of Twitter and its my 

responsibility to monitor the account. The teachers also take responsibility to only place images of the 

children and make comments about them and the school that enhance the life of the school. The 

responsibility of tweeting parents is to respect the rules as well. Although all parents have given permission 

for the school to use the images of their children, any parent who has concerns should contact the school and 

speak to an executive member, Mrs Ryan or myself. 

 

In the spirit of including other schools in the larger DEC, Mount Pritchard Public School is following us and 

we are following them, and so you will see their “feed” included on our page. We will not be following any 

individuals to ensure that personal/private matters are kept separate from public/school matters. 



 

MultiLit 

A recent article in the Australian mentioned MultiLit as part of a review. “A new report released on 22nd 

August by the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) has found that the MultiLit Reading 

Tutor Program is one of only 2 literacy interventions out of the 15 reviewed that is backed by solid evidence 

that it helps struggling children learn to read.” You may know that Rydalmere Public School has used this 

program for some years now to good effect. We are proud of our use of research-backed programs that we 

know work in the interests of our children. Two other research backed programs at our school are L3 in 

Kindergarten and Focus on Reading in the primary school. The use of these three programs has resulted in 

large gains in reading throughout the school reported in the Annual School Report which is available on the 

school website. I am very proud of the work of our students and teachers and applaud their efforts. 

 

BOOK WEEK VISIT TO ERMINGTON LIBRARY 

 

On Thursday 29 August, all students Years 3-6 walked to Ermington Library to take part in a Book Week 

performance. The performance was based on the Book Week theme 'Read Across the Universe'. The 

performance included a discussion about reading in space, learning about some of the books short listed for 

awards this year and some balloon art. Two students had a space jet pack and a martian made out of balloons 

for them to keep. All students really enjoyed the performance and were keen to visit the library again in their 

own time.  – Mandy Ryan 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Celebrating The Arts 

We wish all the choir members good luck for their concert tonight 

at Parramatta Riverside Theatres. The students are very excited 

about singing on stage in a choir with more than 200 children 

from schools in the local area.   – Mandy Ryan 

 

Zone Athletics 

The Zone Athletics Carnival was held last week with a group of 

children from Rydalmere competing in many events. The students 

represented the school in an exemplary manner in effort, 

achievement and conduct. It is always wonderful to see the school 

values of Respect, Responsibility and Learning being reflected in 

outside activities. Two students have been selected to go to Area Championships as a result of achievement 

during the day. Congratulations to Ulita for qualifying on time in the 200 metres and Ella for qualifying in 

the discus. Well done to all those who participated, you are a credit to our school. 

 

                            

                             
 

School Environmental Management Plan. 
 

Do you wish to make a contribution to the environment of the school? Do you have some good ideas?  

 

I would like to ask parents to consider being involved in a committee to develop a plan for the care of the 

school environment. This initial committee will not be large, but should reflect the various arms of the 

school, be able to work effectively and efficiently and be the group that would direct where the school should 

go to appropriately develop this school site in the interests of the students. This group will be led by a 

member of the school executive and will be asked to do the following: 

Development of a School Environmental Management Plan (SEMP) which would include 

Use of outdoor areas of the school 

Enhanced garden areas (We have a grant application in to fund a sensory garden) 

Enhanced play areas, cubby house(s) shade areas for passive play or for shelter 

The colour of walls of buildings 

Entry areas to the school to enhance visual appeal 

Other ideas that spring to mind and can be included in the overall plan. 

Implementation of the plan. 

 



If you would like to be involved you can indicate by calling the school office to volunteer. Meetings will be 

determined by the group according to the need to fulfil the brief above.  

 

What if I don’t want to join the group, but would like to do something else? 

You can indicate that you can provide your enthusiasm and muscle/effort on days when you are available, 

for example Working Bees, or that you have some specific expertise that you can offer over a limited time. 

Please call the office and indicate what you can offer. 

 

Next Week is the School Administrative Staff Recognition Week – Vital to education. 

This is an opportunity for all members of our school community to recognise and celebrate the work of the 

support staff in our school. The grounds look clean and tidy and well maintained because of the efforts of 

Clayton Foster. The Office runs smoothly because of the efficiency of Mrs Kushturian (School 

Administrative Manager) and Mrs Ewings (School Assistant Monday and Tuesday). Mrs MacKay is one of 

the educators in the Preschool and she is also part of the support staff of the school and should be recognised 

at this time. Our thoughts also extend to Mr Tony (Cleaner, 25 yrs) who, although he isn’t an employee of 

the school he helps us like he is one.  Our great thanks go out to these people who quietly go about their 

work making this school the great place that we find it to be. 

Please make an effort to come to the office during next week especially to thank them for their work. The 

teaching staff will be having a morning tea to thank them. 

 

 

Martin Naylor 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS:  23 August 2013 
 

Safe Award Geoffrey L, Madison F, Sam R, Will R 

Respectful Award Oceana F, Adam F, Haania B, Ulita W 

Learner Award Hilal S, Aaeesha E, Hayzam N, Summa R 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK WEEK – BOOK FAIR 

Thank you to all our parents & carers who 

supported our Book Fair which was held on 20th 

August as part of our Book Week Celebrations. 

$1,500 worth of books were purchased.  The 

commission received by the school was $450 and 

this will be spent on new books for the school 

library.   



 
 

It’s unbelievable that we have only three weeks of term to go until the spring holiday 
break. There’s been a lot going on. Our primary fundraising event still to come for 
this term is the Election Day BBQ….. 
 
 

Election Day BBQ – Saturday 7th September  
With less than a week to go – this Saturday 7th September, we will be running an Election Day 

BBQ (Bacon and Eggs, sausages) and a cake stall here on the voting grounds at our school. We 

will commence at the start of voting – 8am and continue through until 2pm. If you have not yet put 

your name down to help out on the day, please complete the note which was sent home with 

your child recently or see Diane Cole. There are still some spots remaining where your help 

would be very much appreciated (either on the BBQ, serving, or selling cakes). We will also be 

promoting the Ladies Market Night which is coming up soon. 

 

This is not only a great opportunity to help with fundraising but also to showcase how our school 

community gets involved. Preschool is being involved with this also and preschool parents will be 

happily baking cakes to donate to the stall. 

We would very much appreciate your donation of home-made cakes or slices for the 

stall.  

  

Father’s Day Stalls  
The children were so excited buying gifts for their dads, grandads, carers and uncles  Thank you 
to everyone who contributed. We will let you know how much funds were raised and the worthwhile 
cause they will be put toward in the next newsletter.  
 

Thank you to everyone who purchased or was able to sell an Entertainment Book. They have 

now all been sold   
 

Ladies Market Night – Friday 1st November  
Keep this evening free! Update meetings about the Market Night are held regularly and everyone is 

welcome to attend. Please see Michelle or Dorothy to find out when the next meeting is scheduled 

for. If you are unable to attend and have some ideas/suggestions please let either Michelle or 

Dorothy know. 
 

Reminder: 

 OOSH (Out of school hours) 
Please return your completed OOSH survey to the school office this week. Thank you. 

 

Canteen  

The canteen is now open every 2nd Friday. 

Wednesdays: Canteen is open for sandwiches, hot food and snacks.  

 

Thursdays: The year 6 students are selling ice-creams in the canteen. 

 

Fridays: Every 2nd Friday for sandwiches, hot food and snacks.  
Open Friday 13th and 27th September. 

 



 
We would love to get the canteen opened more often so if you can spare an hour or two please 
see Jenny Mercer (Canteen Co-ordinator) or give her a call on 0419299784. Jenny is Aliyah’s 
Mum in Year 5   
 

School Banking 
School banking day is Wednesday. Melissa Ball (Lachlan’s Mum from Year One) is co-
ordinating school banking. 
 

Our next get-together - Thursday 19th September 2013  
Join us in the Library on Thursday 19th September at 7pm. Come for a chat and have some input 
into what is being planned for the year ahead  
 
 

Uniform Shop  
 
 
 

 
 

Important notice: 
 
 
 

 
 

Limited stock is available in the uniform shop and we are not ordering any 
additional stock for the remainder of the year, so we are asking you to please 
assess uniform requirements for your children now.  

Will you need any summer or sports uniforms? 
 

If so, to ensure you will have what you need, you must pre-order and pay for your 
uniforms soon. Otherwise you will miss out as we may not have what you need in 
stock. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Uniform shop - open on Fridays 

 

When you need some uniforms, come and see Yvette on Fridays mornings from 8:50am - 
9:15am (just down the corridor from the front desk in the office building). If you’re unable to make it 
on Friday, you can leave your order with the office staff or see Rita Cottam. 

 
Enjoy the sunshine…..see you around  

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to students and staff on 

raising $55.45 in support of Jeans for 

Genes and the Children’s Medical Research 

Institute. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   PLAY TENNIS  
Professional tennis coaching and training 

Tennis promotes health and wellbeing, improves fitness and strength, positivity and an overall healthy mind and body. 

                                                       Group Lessons                                    Lesson Times 

                           45 minutes                                          Monday/Thursday afternoons 

                                                       $15 per lesson                                    3.00-3.45/3.45-4.30                

                                                                            
Tennis racquets are provided. Beginners, intermediate and advanced students all welcome. 

Court Location: Dundas Public School, Calder Road Dundas 2117. 
 

Tennis Lessons commence on the 4
th

 of August 2013. For bookings & enquiries, call Lauren any time 
on 0410439943. 



 
 

 

 

                                              



 



 


